
When people suffer, we want to look for a reason.
How should we interpret suffering? (Read Luke 13:2-5 again)

– our own?

– other people’s?

Go back and assess the different explanations for suffering we discussed
at the beginning of this study, according to the Bible.

Discuss
How do you think all of these things can be true?
• God is absolutely in control
• God is absolutely good
• e world is full of suffering

Pray for some people going through suffering right now.

Next week: Suffering for Christians...

suffering
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SSuuffffeerriinngg  aanndd  ssiinn
Many of the questions we have about suffering
are to do with “WHY”.  
Why do innocent people suffer?  
Why do some people suffer more than others?
Why does God allow tragedies to happen?

Discuss
When something bad happens to you or someone
else, how do you explain it?

� ere is no explanation; suffering is completely
random, with no reason or meaning. 
� It’s karma; they must have done something
bad in the past to deserve this. 
� God must be punishing them.
� It is an attack of the devil / evil spirits.
� It’s just an illusion; our own attachment to 
desires/expectations is to blame for our suffering. 
� It is God’s will; we must simply submit and not
question it.
� God was powerless to prevent this suffering.
� If they had more faith they wouldn’t suffer.
� Other...?

Last week we looked at the big picture of suffer-
ing in the Bible.  e suffering of the human race
is because of our rebellion against God: we live in
a world that is cursed by God because of our sin.

is week we’ll take a closer look at the 
question: is there any connection between 
speciFc sins and suffering?

Cause/purpose for suffering
Is the suffering linked 

to a speciFc sin?
What part does God play?

Job 
1:1-2:10

Satan’s challenge to God (to 
see if Job serves Him for noth-

ing). Secondarily: Sabeans, 
Chaldeans, Fre, wind...

No. 
(Job is blameless & righteous -

1:8; 2:3)

Sovereign (he permits Satan’s
test, & Job attributes his 

suffering to God 1:20)

Luke 
13:1-5

Jesus uses it as a general 
warning of judgment to come

No
(“but unless you repent, 
you too will all perish”)

John 
9:1-3

So the work of God would be 
displayed in his life, by Jesus

healing him.

No 
(neither the man 
nor his parents)

Acts 
5:1-11

Ananias & Sapphira’s deceit,
lying to God about $

Yes

Acts 
12:19-23

Herod did not give praise to 
God

Yes

1 Corinthians
11:27-32

Eating and drinking 
Lord’s Supper unworthily

Yes, seemingly
He is the judge & discipliner 

of his people

2 Corinthians
12:7-10

To keep Paul from becoming 
conceited ..(messenger of Satan)
.. to show Christ’s power made

perfect

No
He is sovereign; he can leave or

take away Paul’s suffering.


