
Future life

Read Revelation 21:1-8 - this is a picture of what will happen when
Jesus returns.

What sort of world can God’s people look forward to?
An eternal future with God, with no more suffering (v4).
(suffering is an eternal reality for those whose sins remain unforgiven, v8)

As a group, come up with a sentence summarising what the Bible says
about suffering from beginning to end...

Discuss
How does this help us to think about our own suffering?

Write down any questions you have...

Pray

Next week: Is there any connection between speci+c sins and suffering?

suffering
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Discuss
What examples of suffering have you seen in the world, in people you
know and in your own life?
ere is freedom here to be more abstract or personal depending on your
group ... but give some space to acknowledge that this is a practical, not
just abstract topic. Everybody experiences suffering.

What questions do you have when you think about suffering?
is is a chance to gauge where people may have issues...
No need to answer questions here, but it’s a forum to put them on the
table (NB: Maybe take note of particular issues/questions that come up, & let
me know so I can have them in mind for the next 2 studies... SJ)

AA  bbiirrdd’’ss  eeyyee  vviieeww  ooff  ssuuffffeerriinngg
Over these 3 weeks we will have a look at what God says about suffering in
the Bible.  Today, we will take a “bird’s eye view” of suffering, looking at
the big picture from the very beginning to the end of the Bible’s story.

Perfect life
Read Genesis 1:26-2:3

What was the world like at the very beginning? (v.31)
“Very good”.  No hint of suffering.
Try not to get bogged down with details here (eg. discussion of
creation/evolution, etc) - this is just an overview, so we’re looking for
what is relevant to our experience of suffering in the world.

Frustrated life
Read Genesis 3:1-24 and Romans 5:12

What happened to change God’s perfect world? 
Sin  (May need to de=ne sin clearly: rejecting God’s rule as king over us by
ignoring/rebelling against him/not trusting him)

How has God’s world changed? 
Sin, shame, fear, guilt, death, curses, disharmony, suffering... 

Why do we experience suffering? 
e world is under God’s curse because of sin

What is the fundamental problem with the world, according to the Bible? 
e problem of suffering is actually the problem of sin.

is is the world we live in now – this is a picture of life as we know it.
Read Romans 8:20-22.

What is the hope that the world is groaning for?
at “the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God”.
For another example of life in a frustrated world, you could also look at
Ecclesiastes 2:17-23 if you have time (but you probably won’t!)

Read Hebrews 2:14-18
How did Jesus deal with our biggest problem?
He suffered & died to set us free from sin & death.

Also, Jesus knows what it is like to suffer because he has lived here just
like us...


