
Why is the Gospel considered as wisdom? 

a) Because it comes from God and God is wiser than humans. 

b) Because it exposes our sinful nature. 

c) Because it shows how God saves human beings. 

d) Because it is God’s way of doing things. 

 

Which of these statements are true and which are false? 

a) People reject the Gospel because they think it is foolishness. 

b) People reject the Gospel because they are spiritually dead. 

c) People reject the Gospel because they think they are wiser than God.  

RELEVANCE 

If God is real and the Bible is true, how much would you trust God and follow 

Jesus?  (0 – 100%) 

 

In your own opinion, do you think the Christian message (or the Gospel) sounds 

foolish or sounds wise? Explain your answer. 

 

According to 1 Corinthians 1:18, which group of people do think you belong to? 

 

SUMMARY 

All throughout this Bible Overview series we have been looking at the story 

about God and his creation, particularly God’s relationship with the descendants 

of Abraham (the people of Israel). These stories are events in history which can 

be verified. Because they are historical, we need to know the names of peoples, 

places and events in order to understand what they mean. 

But the OT also has books which speaks truths of God without needing to know 

the history of Israel. Anybody can read and understand what these books are 

saying without needing to know all the names and places. We’ve looked at one 

of these books today. This shows us that the Bible relevant to everybody.   

 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

STUDY 9 — THE WRITINGS 

THE STORY SO FAR  

In Luke 24:44, Jesus refers to the Old Testament scriptures as ‘the Law of Moses, 

the Prophets and the Psalms’. The whole of the OT can be divided into these 

three parts. Our study today will look at the third (and last) group of books in the 

OT called ‘the Psalms’ or ‘the Writings’. These are books like the Psalms, 

Lamentations, Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and so on. These books do not make 

many references to the history of Israel, but rather make general observations 

about the world and God. Because our time is short, we will only look at one 

type of writing within this group which is the ‘Wisdom’ literature. The sayings in 

these books were collected over a large period of time and form the collective 

wisdom of the people of Israel. In particular our study today will focus on 

chapter 1 of Proverbs to serve as an introduction to this section of the OT. 



DISCUSS  

Who would you listen to the most? List the following statements in order of 

priority. (1 = highest, 10 = lowest.) 

• Your doctor telling you to take your 

medicine. 

• Your mother telling to study hard. 

• A friend asking you to go to a party. 

• The Australian Government telling 

you to pay your taxes. 

• A friend asking you to go to church. 

• Jesus telling you to obey him. 

• Your lecturer telling you to hand in 

your assignments. 

• The Bible telling you to believe in 

Jesus. 

• The police telling to you to slow 

down. 

• Facebook telling you to change 

your login password. 

What was first and what was last? Explain your answers. 

 

READ PROVERBS 1:1–7.  WHAT IS WISDOM? 

According to the writer of Proverbs what are the purposes of these wise sayings 

(proverbs)? 

• v2 

• v3 

• v4 

 

According to the writer how are the readers going achieve these purposes? 

• v5 

• v6 

 

What kind of attitude do we need when we read these wise sayings? 

• v7a 

 

Why are those who do not listen considered as fools? 

• v7b 

 

What does it mean to fear God? 

a) To respect God. 

b) To be afraid of God. 

c) To know about God. 

d) To be careful not to offend God. 

e) To love God. 

f) Others … explain. 

THE WISDOM OF ISRAEL  

In our studies so far we’ve looked at God’s relationship with the descendants of 

Abraham. God gave commands to Israel because God adopted them as his 

people. These commands relate very specifically to the people’s relationship 

with God. 

But God had also made the world to function in a particular way which means 

there are good and bad ways of doing things. This applies to everybody even to 

those who do not believe in God. To be wise means to do things the way God 

has designed the world to function. To be foolish means to do things the way we 

want to do it instead of God’s way. The big questions are “What motivates us to 

do things God’s way instead of our own way?” and “What does God’s wisdom 

tell us about Jesus?” 

 

What would motivate you to listen to and obey God? Discuss your answers. 

a) If God is real. 

b) If I believed in God. 

c) Because I know God is right. 

d) Because God knows better than 

me. 

e) Because I fear God. 

f) Because I love God. 

g) Other reasons… 

 

WHAT DOES THE NEW TESTAMENT SAY? 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25. 

What is the message of the Gospel? (v18) 

a) God will save those who save themselves. 

b) God will save everybody even those who don’t believe in Him. 

c) God sent his Son into the world to die for sinners so that whoever believes 

in Jesus shall have eternal life. 

d) God saves those who are good. 
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But God had also made the world to function in a particular way which means 

there are good and bad ways of doing things. This applies to everybody even to 

those who do not believe in God. To be wise means to do things the way God 

has designed the world to function. To be foolish means to do things the way we 
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Why is the Gospel considered as wisdom? 

a) Because it comes from God and God is wiser than humans. 
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c) Because it shows how God saves human beings. 
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In your own opinion, do you think the Christian message (or the Gospel) sounds 

foolish or sounds wise? Explain your answer. 

 

According to 1 Corinthians 1:18, which group of people do think you belong to? 

 

SUMMARY 

All throughout this Bible Overview series we have been looking at the story 

about God and his creation, particularly God’s relationship with the descendants 

of Abraham (the people of Israel). These stories are events in history which can 

be verified. Because they are historical, we need to know the names of peoples, 

places and events in order to understand what they mean. 
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