
Icebreaker
History is important. Nearly every nation on earth has foundational events that
shape its history and sometimes even the character of its people. ese events
might be to do with when settlement began, or something that happened in the
life of the country... it may be something that people are proud of, or something
that they are ashamed of, but it de?nes the identity of that nation in some way.

ink about your own home country and its people. Can you think of an event
that has shaped the people’s national identity or consciousness more than any
other?

e book of Exodus tells the story of the most foundational event in the history
of the people of Israel. It is part of the Bible’s one big story -- all about God’s
dealings with the world. So, before we look at Exodus, we need to understand
where we are up to in the story.

the story so far
A man called Abram lived in the Middle-East around 1900 BC.
In Genesis (the ?rst book of the Bible), God makes some promises to Abram
which become a formal agreement.

Read Genesis 12:1-5... God’s call & promises to Abram - great nation, blessing,
bless all ppls on earth. Ab & family set out for Canaan.

Genesis 15:13-16 God predicts Ab’s descendents will be strangers in foreign
land - slaves for 400 yrs, then God will punish that nation & rescue Ab’s descendants

Genesis 17:1-8 God promises to make Ab ancestor of many ppl, father of
many na
tions, give land of Canaan, be their God.
What did God promise Abram?

people (many descendants), land (Canaan), blessing (to be their God & they his
people - to bless them, & through them, to bless all peoples on earth)

that they’d be strangers in a foreign land, slaves for 400 years, but then God
would punish that nation & rescue them.
God chose Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to be the ancestors of a dynasty (the people
of Israel) who God would use to eventually bless all peoples on earth. e rest of
the Bible is the story of how God carries out this plan.

What do we learn about God and his plans for the world?
- his concern is for all nations, chooses a ppl to carry out his plan, he’s in charge
of history, powerful, etc

e rest of the book of Genesis tells the story of how Abraham’s descendants
ended up living in Egypt. e story of Exodus begins about 4 centuries after they
had settled in Egypt.

Read Exodus chapter 1.

Have God’s promises to Abraham been ful?lled yet?

• descendants/great nation

• land

• blessing (being blessed/being a blessing to nations)

What (or who) threatens the ful?lment of God’s promises?

Why was the king of Egypt worried about the people of Israel? (1:10)

How did the king try to stop the Israelites from increasing?

1:8-14

1:15-22

How successful was he in his plans?



introducing moses
Into this situation, a special baby is born - Read Exodus 2:1-10.

Moses grows up... Read Exodus 2:11-22.

God remembers...
Read Exodus 2:23-25.

What verbs are used to describe God’s response to the groaning of the people
of Israel?

What do these verbs tell us about God’s character?
(heard, remembered, saw, was concerned - NB: “Remember” - doesn’t mean God
had forgotten. In Bible, when God “remembers”, he acts to save his people)

What happened to baby Moses when he was crying out (2:6)?

What do you think might happen to Israel when they cry out (2:23)?

What have you learnt about God from this study? Talk to him about this.
Eg:, thank him that he keeps his promises, that they can’t be thwarted even by
powerful people; that he’s compassionate & sees the suffering of his people,...
Ask God to help you trust him & cry out to him in good & bad times...
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Exodus • Week 1
The God who keeps

his promises
The scene has been set for the rest of the Exodus story...
What will happen to the people of Israel? What will God do? What happens when
the most powerful empire on earth sets itself against the God of all the earth?
Come back next week (or read on in Exodus) to find out!


