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Bible Studies 2023 



When was a time you saw someone get away with something they 

shouldn’t have? 

Read Acts 4:32-5:11 

What effect has the Spirit had on this community? (vs 32-34) 

They are unified in heart and mind, sharing with radical generosity so 

none of them were in need, focused on witnessing to Jesus’ resurrection 

 

Why did believers sell things to support others in need? 

To care for other believers, an outworking of God’s grace to them 

 

What is the difference between Barnabas’ vs Ananias and Sapphira’s 

actions and attitudes? 

Barnabas – gives generously, not expecting to be rewarded, for God’s 

glory and to provide for his brothers and sisters in Christ. 

A+S - sold property, lied about what they earned from it and made it look 

like they were donating the whole amount.   

What did they do wrong? 

It would not have been a problem if they had kept some of the money, 

the issue was that they lied about it and said they had given the whole 

amount (vs 2 + 7) – intentionally trying to deceive the apostles and the 

church. 

What might they have been hoping to gain? 

Honour – to be seen as very generous, kind, compassionate etc. The 

reputation that comes with that. Perhaps to be given a place of honour at 

church gatherings. To look good in the eyes of the other believers and 

before God. 

Was Ananias possessed? How else could Satan be involved here? 

Satan may have tempted them, but they chose to give in to the 

temptation. See also when Jesus rebukes Peter (in Mark 8:33) – their 

priorities are not lining up with God’s but are working against his will. 

 

As a Uni student you probably aren’t in a position to be selling property 

etc. But where are you tempted to appear better than you are?  

 

 

How do you seek the approval from other people rather than from God? 

 

 

As Christians we are called to be generous with our money. God has given 

it to us, and we should honour him in how we use our resources, as we 

should in all areas of our lives. What’s one way you are generous with 

what God has given you? What’s one way you would like to grow in 

generosity? 

 

 

Ananias and Sapphira’s good actions are let down by the attitude that is 

behind it. God cares about our motivations, not just what we do. What’s 

one way you see people acting without integrity in your culture? Is that an 

area you need to grow in? 

Integrity – making sure your actions and attitudes line up. 

 

Pray 


