
BIBLE STUDIES 2014

What have you learnt about Jesus today?

MMeemmoorryy  vveerrssee
“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
to bring you to God.”  1 Peter 3:18

TTaallkk  oouuttlliinnee
e Big Idea
• e Christians that Peter is writing to are a _____________ . 

• Because they have decided to follow Jesus, people around them are treating
them __________ . 

• is is a difficult situation for the Christians.  ere is a  _______________  
to give up on Jesus, and go back to their _______   ___________ . 

• Peter is writing to encourage them to  _________  ____________  for Jesus. 

A message for the not-yet-Christians
• e  _______  of all things is near.

• Everyone will have to  ________  ____  _____________  on the =nal day. 

• ere is a way to  ____________  this judgement of God. 

A message for the Christians
• Expect some  ________________  for being a Christian. 

• When hardships come you will be tempted to go back. 
Decide that you are  ________  _______  _______ . 
Instead, live your life for the  ________  _____  _______. 

In particular:
a) 

b)

c) 

d) 

JJeessuuss’’  ssuuffffeerriinngg  &&  gglloorryy
1 Peter 3:18-4:11



TThhee  lleetttteerr  ssoo  ffaarr......
is semester we are reading 1 Peter – a letter from the apostle Peter, to 
Christians scattered throughout Asia Minor in the mid-60s AD.  Peter writes to
encourage them to stand =rm in God’s grace during their temporary stay in this
world (5:12).  So far we’ve learned that the way we respond to Jesus will deter-
mine our eternal future.  We’ve learnt that Christians have a certain hope of
heavenly inheritance, because of Jesus’ resurrection.  Following Jesus means
being part of a loving family, growing through God’s word and making God
known to others.  As “foreigners” in the world, Christians are to follow the 
example of Jesus, even in suffering for doing good.

IIcceebbrreeaakkeerr
What would you do if you knew the
world was going to end soon?

Read 1 Peter 3:18-4:11.

Are there any difficult words here?

JJeessuuss’’  ssuuffffeerriinngg  aanndd  vviiccttoorryy  ((33::1188--2222))
v18.  What was the purpose of Christ’s suffering?

Who is “the righteous”?  Who are “the unrighteous”?

What happened after Jesus’ 
suffering?

TTwwoo  wwaayyss  ttoo  lliivvee  ((44::11--1111))
Read 1 Peter 4:1-6.
What are the two possible ways of living in v2?

What was the behaviour of Peter’s readers like in the past (v3)?

Since they have become Christians, how do others around them react to their
new behaviour (v4)?

What do we learn about judgment (v5)?  

How can people pass through God’s judgment and face him? (see 3:18)

Read 1 Peter 4:7-11. 
“e end of all things is near”... What does this mean?

Are you ready for this day?

How should Christians treat each other?   What do these things mean?  

v7 

v8

v9

v10-11

Righteous: People who are in a right 
relationship with God.

Pagans: People who don’t know the real God.

Debauchery, orgies, carousing: 
Wild parties, indulging in excessive eating, 
drinking and sex, without self-control.

Idolatry: Worshipping or trusting something
other than the real God as your “god”.

Verses 19-22 are tricky to understand, and
there are many different interpretations.  

e story of Noah, from the Old Testament
(Genesis 6-9) is an example of a time when

God sent judgment on the world for
its wickedness but saved Noah’s

family, who were faithful despite
being a small minority surrounded

by unbelievers.


